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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA 
CHARLESTON 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. CIVIL ACTION NO. 2:19-cv-00492 

THE SUM OF $32,390.00 
IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 

(Shanton Penn and Jasmine Hill) 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT OF FORFEITURE 

Comes now, the United States of America ("Plaintiff"), by and 
through its attorneys, Michael B. Stuart, United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of West Virginia, and Christopher R. 
Arthur, Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern District 
of West Virginia, and respectfully brings this Verified Complaint 
and alleges as follows in accordance with Rule G of the 
Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset 
Forfeiture Actions: 
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NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem brought on behalf of the 
United States of America, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a), to 
enforce the provisions of 21 U.S.C. § 881(a) (6), for the forfeiture 
of a certain sum of currency constituting proceeds of, or which 
was used or intended to be used in any manner or part to commit or 
to facilitate the commission of one or more violations of the 
Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. §§ 801 et seq. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM AND POTENTIAL INTERESTED PARTIES 

2. The defendant property consists of $32,390.00, more or 
less, in United States Currency. The above item was seized on or 
about March 7, 2019, from the possession of Mr. Shanton E. Penn 
("Penn") at Penn's residence located at 2043 Rays Branch Road, 
Charleston, West Virginia 25314. 

3. The defendant currency is being forfeited under 21 
U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841. 

4. The above-described seized currency is in the custody of 
the Metro drug Enforcement in Charleston, West Virginia. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to 
forfeit and condemn the defendant property. This Court has 
jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States under 
28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(a). 

6. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(b)(1), because the acts or omissions giving rise to the 
forfeiture occurred in this district. 

7. Upon the filing of this verified complaint, the plaintiff 
requests that the Clerk of this Court issue an arrest warrant in 
rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i), which the plaintiff 
will execute upon the seized personal property in the custody of 
the United States Marshals Service, pursuant to Supplemental Rule 
G(3)(c). 

FACTS 

8. In August 2018, a confidential informant (hereinafter 
("Cl") informed law enforcement he learned Penn was selling 
substantial amounts of methamphetamine. The Cl stated he could 
purchase methamphetamine from Penn. 
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9. On August 14, 2018, the Cl arranged to purchase 
methamphetamine from Penn, and a controlled buy occurred on that 
day. 

10. Law enforcement weighed and field-tested the controlled 
purchase, which reflected the substance weighed 14.3 grams, and 
field-tested positive for methamphetamine. 

11. On August 20, 2018, the Cl arranged for another purchase 
from Penn, and a controlled buy occurred on that day. 

12. Law enforcement weighed and field-tested the 
methamphetamine, which reflected 13.3 grams of methamphetamine, 
and field-tested positive for methamphetamine. 

13. On or about October 24, 2018, the Cl advised law 
enforcement Penn delivered methamphetamine daily to an apartment 
on the east side of Charleston. 

14. On October 18, 2018, law enforcement obtained a search 
warrant to search the residence where it was known Penn resided. 

15. On March 7, 2019, law enforcement executed the search 
warrant at Penn's known residence and found the following inside 
the residence: 

a. $32,390 U.S. Currency secured with rubber bands 
separated into individual stacks which is a common for drug 
traffickers to store the money in this manner; and 
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b. working digital scales commonly used by drug 
traffickers to determine the respective weight of the drugs being 
trafficked. 

16. Upon information and belief, Penn had been selling 
methamphetamine for a number of years. 

17. Upon information and belief, Penn has no other sources 
of income, except selling illegal substances like methamphetamine. 

18. For the foregoing reasons, the defendant property is 
forfeitable to the United States, pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 
881(a)(6), because it constitutes proceeds of the illegal sale of 
controlled substances, specifically methamphetamine, a Schedule II 
controlled substance. 

WHEREFORE, the United States prays that process of warrant in 
rem issue for the arrest of the defendant properties; that due 
notice be given to all parties to appear and show cause why the 
forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment be entered 
declaring the defendant property be forfeited to the United States 
for disposition according to law; and that the United States be 
granted such other relief as this Court may deem just and proper, 
together with the costs and disbursements of this action. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

MICHAEL B. STUART 
United States Attorney 


By: / s/Christopher R. Arthur _ 

CHRISTOPHER R. ARTHUR 
Assistant United States Attorney 
WV State Bar No. 9192 
300 Virginia Street, East 
Room 4000 

Charleston, WV 25301 
Telephone: 304-345-2200 


6 



Case 2:19-cv-00492 Document 1 Filed 07/01/19 Page 7 of 7 PagelD #: 7 


VERIFICATION 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
COUNTY OF KANAWHA, TO-WIT: 

I, Detective Paul Hodge, a deputy with the Kanawha County 
Sheriff's Office assigned to the Metropolitan Drug Enforcement 
Network Team, declare under penalty of perjury as provided by 28 
U.S.C. § 1746, the following: 

That the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in rem is based 
upon reports and information I personally have prepared or gathered 
and which have been provided to me by various law enforcement 
personnel, and that everything contained therein is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, except where stated 
to be upon information and belief, in which case I believe it to 
be true. 

Executed on July / , 2019. 

PAUL D. 

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me this / day of 



July, % 



OFFICIAL SEAL 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

DIANA L. ROBERTS 

1804 Anna Street 
Charleston, WV 25302 
My Commission Expires April 26, 2020 


My commission expires on 





Notary Public 
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